
 

   

 

Euro-Mediterranean Innovation Marketplace 

January 26-28, 2010 – Fairmont Towers Hotel, Cairo, Egypt 

 Program 
 Day 1 – January 26, 2010 
9:00 – 10:15 Exhibition and Forum Inauguration and Press Conference 

 

 H.E. Eng. Rachid Mohamed Rachid, Minister of Trade and Industry, Egypt 

 H.E. Dr. Hany Helal, Minister of Higher Education and State for Scientific Research, 
Egypt 

 H.E. Ambassador Marc Franco, Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Egypt 

 Dr. JM Rodriguez Silva, Director General for RTD, European Commission 
 

10:15 – 10:30 Networking Break 
 

10:30 – 12:30 Session 1: Policy Dialogue : From Barcelona to the Union for the Mediterranean 
 

 Keynote Speaker : Senator Pierre Laffitte,  Honorary President, Euromed Innovation 
Network , Fondation Sophia Antipolis and France’s Union for the Mediterranean 
Coordinator for High Technology, France 
 

Moderator: Dr. Abdelhamid El-Zoheiry, Coordinator of EU Cooperation, Ministry of  
Higher Education and Scientific Research, Egypt 
 

Speakers: 

 Dr. Maged Al Sherbiny, Assistant Minister for Scientific Research, Egypt 

 Dr. Jean-Noël Durvy, Director, Innovation Policy, DG Enterprise, European Commission 

 Dr. Jelel Ezzine, General Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Higher 
Education, Scientific Research and Technology, Tunisia  

 Dr. Joseph Mifsud, President, Euro-Mediterranean University (EMUNI) 

 Ms. Mary Minch, Director, International Cooperation, DG Research, European 
Commission 

 Mr. Peter Webers, Head of Division, Co-operation with Western European Countries, 
Africa and the Mediterranean Region, Federal Ministry of Education and Research, 
Germany 
 

12:30 – 13:00 Networking Break 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

13:00 – 14:30 Session 2: Panel Discussion: Science Communications: Challenges and 
Opportunities for the Euro-Mediterranean  
 

 Keynote Speaker: Dr. Ismail Serageldin, Director, Bibliotheca Alexandrina  
 
Moderator: Dr. Nadia Al Awadi, President, World Federation of Science Journalists 
 
Speakers:  

 Dr. Hasan Dwaik, Executive Vice President, Al-Quds University, Jerusalem, Palestine 

 Mr. Frank Nuijens, Editor-In Chief, Delft University of Technology, Netherlands 

 Dr. Tarek Shawki, Director, Regional UNESCO Bureau for Science and Technology in 
Arab States, UNESCO 

 Mr. Paul Smith, Director, British Council, Egypt 
 

17:00 – 19 :00 Session 3: FameLab® Egypt Final Competition (by invitation only) 
FameLab® is an international competition designed to identify and nurture talents in science 
communications. FameLab is organized for the first time in the Middle East and Africa by the 
British Council and the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Programme 
 

 Day 2 – January 27, 2010 
09:30– 11:00 Session 4: Panel Discussion: Harnessing Opportunities for the Euro-Mediterranean Solar   

Energy Future  
 

 Keynote Speaker: H.E. Dr. Hassan Younes, Minister of Electricity and Energy, Egypt  
 

Moderator: Dr. Hani El Nokrashy, Vice Chairman of Supervisory Board, DESERTEC 
Foundation 

 
Speakers: 

 Dr. Patrick Curmi, Research Director, National Institute for Health and Medical 
Research (INSERM), Genopole Evry, France 

 Mr. Abderrahim El Hafidi, Director, Electricity and Renewable Energy, Ministry of 
Energy, Mines, Water and Environment, Morocco 

 Eng. Mohamed El-Mahdi, Chairman and Managing Director, Siemens Technologies  
S.A.E, Egypt 

 Mr. Janis Folkmanis, Principal Administrator, DG TREN, European Commission 

 Dr. Gerhard Knies, Supervisory Board Chair, DESERTEC Foundation 

 Mr. José Alfonso Nebrera, President, European Solar Thermal Electricity Association 
(ESTELA)   

 Ms. Alessandra Perrazzelli, Head of International Regulatory and Antitrust Affairs and 
Managing Director, Intesa Sanpaolo Eurodesk, Italy   
 

11:00 – 11:30 Networking Break 
 

 

 

http://www.famelab.org/


 

 

 

11:30 – 13:00 Session 5: Panel Discussion: Climate Change: From Kyoto to Copenhagen 
 

 Moderator: Dr. Herbert Girardet, Co-Frounder and Director of Programmes, World Future 
Council 
 
Speakers:  

 Dr. Ghani Chahbouni, Representative in Egypt, the French Institution of Research for 
Development (IRD) 

 Mr. Angel Gonzalez-Sanz, Head, Policy Review Section, Science, Technology and ICT 
Branch, UNCTAD 

 Dr. Ralf Ludwig, University Professor, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitaet Muenchen, 
Germany 

 Ms. Manuela Soares, Director, Environment,  DG-Research, European Commission 

 Dr. Christos Zografos, Scientific Co-Ordinator (CLICO) & Post-Doctoral Research 
Fellow, Institut De Ciencia Itecnologia Ambientals (ICTA), Universitat Autonoma De 
Barcelona, Spain 

  
16:00 – 17:30 
 

Session 6: Panel Discussion: Innovation…Driver of Growth 
 

 Keynote Speaker: H.E. Dr. Tarek Kamel, Minister of Communications and Information 
Technology, Egypt 

 
 

Moderator: Mr. Iain Bitran, Executive Director, The International Society for Professional 
Innovation Management (ISPIM) 

 
Speakers: 

 Dr. Marc Berthod, Scientific Advisor for International Affairs, International Relations 
of National Institution of Research on Computers and Automatics (INRIA), France 

 Mr. Giancarlo Caratti, Head of Unit, Intellectual Property and Technology Transfer, 
Joint Research Centre, European Commission  

 Mr. Antonio Di Giulio, Head of Unit, Food, Health and Well-being, DG-RTD, European 
Commission 

 Dr. Sherif Hashem, Executive Vice President,  Information Technology Industry 
Development Agency (ITIDA), Egypt 

 Dr. Hany Loka, President Industry Automation and Drive Technology, Siemens 
Technologies S.A.E, Egypt 

 Dr. Nadine Roijakkers, Professor of Collaborative Innovation, Hasselt University, 
Netherland  

 Dr. Marko Torkkeli, Professor of Technology and Business Innovations, Lappeenranta 
University of Technology, Finland 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.uhasselt.be/


 

 
 
 
 

 
Note: Speakers are listed in alphabetical order 

 

 Day 3 – January 28, 2010 
10:00– 11:30 Session 7: Arab Science and Technology Strategy 

 

 Keynote Speaker: H.E. Dr. Ahmed Darwish, Minister of State For Administrative 
Development, Egypt 
 
Moderator: Dr. Maged Al Sherbiny, Assistant Minister for Scientific Research, Egypt 
 
Speakers: 

 Dr. Abdalla A. Alnajjar, President, Arab Science & Technology Foundation 

 Dr. Aly Al Shafei, Executive Director, Science and Technology Development Fund, 
Egypt 

 Dr. Hamid Bouabid, Head of Division Research Valorisation and Innovation, 
Ministry of Higher Education, Training and Scientific Research, Morocco 

 Dr. Mouïn Hamzé, Secretary General, National Council for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), Lebanon 

 Dr. Yasemin Koc, Adviser, Innovation and Science Communication, British Council 

 Dr. Fathi Saleh, Director, Center for Documentation of Cultural and Natural 
Heritage (CULTNAT) 

 

11:30 – 12:00 Networking Break 
 

12:00 – 13:00 Kids Inter-active Science Show 
 
Presenter: Rania Fahmy, Founder, Mazza for Edutainment Programs, Egypt 
 

13:00 – 13:30  WIPO Award Ceremony (Best Inventor/Best Young Inventor) 

 Academy of Scientific Research and Technology Prize Ceremony (Best Inventor) 
 

14:00 – 16:00 Session 8: Roundtable on Enhancing Cooperation within the European Commission 
Framework Programme 
 

 Keynote Speaker: Dr. Raphael Rodriguez, Professor of Research, Spanish Council for 
Scientific Research (CSIC) and Coordinator of the Mediterranean Innovation and Research 
Coordination Action (MIRA) 
 
Moderator: Dr. Yasser El Shayeb, Head of the Research Development and Innovation 
Network, RDI Programme, Egypt 
 
Speakers: 
 

 Framework Programme National Contact Points (NCPs) from EU and third countries 
 


